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Games success not about golds

SEA Games chef de mission says developing S'pore athletes more vital

OT only will Singapare

be sending s smallest

contingenl sinee 1979
for Decembers South-east Asia
Games in Laos, but it will alsc
be sending dne of s voungest.

Coupled that with the foct
that Laos is hosting the biennial
sports event for the first time,
and also with chefl de mission
Jessie Phua's refusal to et &
gold-medal target for the Dec
5-18 Games,

During yesterdny's flag pres-
entaticn ceremony at Nanyang
Palytechnic, the Singapore Bowl-
ing Federation president said:
T'm nol going to ro for &
pold-orientated tmd of goal, ns
we have & very young team. Suc-
cess at the SEA Games, to me, is
to be able to develop the spirit
of a better Team Singapore,

“1 want Singapore athletes (o
have the hesrt and spirit of o §i-
on in the competitive arena.
But, outzide the narenn, they
must have the graciowsness to
b the best ambassadors for Sin-
papore, and be appreciative of
the host eountry's efforts 1o put
oirt it first SEA Games.”

GAMES FACTS

721 This will be the first time
Laos is hosting the SEA
Games, even though it is one
of the seven countries that
took part in the first.
South-east Asian Peninsular
Bames in 1959.

%) There are 195 Singapore
athletes heading for Vientiane

The Repuhblic is rending 195
ithletes to the Laos capital for
the Games - its smallest contin-
gent sinee the 1979 Jakarta
Games, where it sent 225 sports-
MEETL

While the Lios organisers
have been nble to erect enough
sports facilities in time to host
the Games, Mrs Phus admitied
that the fucilitics are “basie”,
and “sthletes will find that they
don't even hove a quarter of
their comforts of home".

Mevertheleds, she believes it
is the best time for the young
sportsmen to learn sbout stay-
inr foacused on achisvine their

= the Republic's smallest
contingent since the 1979
Jakarta Games, for which it
sent 225 athielas. =

©1 Singapore will send its
first hoxers to (e Games
since 1995, 1t will alsa send

its first four wrasting
athletes to the Laos Games.

athletic targets, and this is what
she will be drilling into the ath-
letes at the SEA Gamies.

During visterday's ceromo-
oy, she received the Singapore
fiag from Deputy Prime Minds-
ter Teo Chee Hean, who i85 alsi
president of the Singapore Ma-
tional Clympic Council.

Said DPM Teo: “For the ath-
letes going to Laos, | orge you to
iim high. Your results may do-
cide your entry to the Asjan and
Commonwealth Games next
vear, Make use of the competi-
tion to do your best.”

The flag wes then passed to
ahaoter Orve Jon Hone PThe iles-

ignated {lag bearer of the Singa-
pore contingent for the Games,

“This is the proudest mo-
ment of my life,” said the Nation-
al University of Singapore un-
dergradunte. "Only a podiom
place at the Olympics can ever
top this.” :

Swinniner Ghiak - Ting Wen;
on the other hand, was appoint-
ed as Team Singapore’s pFe?:Ig.:-
taker,

The Team Singapore wehsite
aleo launched & campaign urg-
ing Singaporeins (o seod - their
well-wishes via 5MS, their weh-
site or video clips during its
romdshows from Friday until
Dec 5.

hankeong@aph.com. g
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